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The growing reflection on colonial legacies within European universities has led to the publica-
tion of reports and the creation of working groups highlighting universities’ historical involvement
in colonialism. These initiatives are part of a broader movement, with European and international
efforts aiming at decolonising collections, curricula, and academic structures. However, from
the risk of political appropriation, marketing strategies, to the reproduction of colonial scientific
approaches, the decolonisation of university museums raises profound questions.

Two key issues can be pointed out:

¢ Decolonising university collections: examining their provenance, management, and the
relationship to knowledge production through critical research and collaboration with the
communities concerned.

¢ Rethinking relationships with the colonial legacies: beyond collections themselves, ques-
tioning curricula, power dynamics, and collaborations with universities in former colonies in
order to foster more balanced partnerships.

These multidisciplinary reflections also extend to new forms of colonisation and call for a
broader reassessment of academic practices. How can these initiatives bring about lasting
transformation within university institutions?
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